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FROM YOUR DIRECTOR     AUGUST 2008 
 

The beginning of this devotion was shared from George, Rivka, Elianna and Obadiah Isreal 
 

 2 Corinthians 7:1, Having therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 
 

It is amazing that the fires which started in California on June 20th are still not extinguished. They've been raging for 
over a month and as I write this devotional, according to California's Department of Forestry & Fire Protection's 
website, there are still 25 active fires as of July 31st. A staggering 1,118,997 acres have already been burned! Yet 
even as these raging fires consume the forest, something is quietly going on to prepare their very renewal. You see, 
there is an unusual species of Evergreen called the Lodgepole Pine that grows in great numbers throughout 
Northwest America, especially in Yellowstone Park. A fascinating aspect of this Pine is the uniqueness of its cones. 
Lodgepole Pine cones may stay on the tree for years before they fall off and, even when they do fall, they will not 
open to release their seed until they are in the presence of intense heat! What could explain this remarkable 
ecological foresight? God, having designed nature, even in its fallen condition which includes devastating forest 
fires, has providentially prepared for their subsequent renewal by designing a Pine tree whose reproduction requires 
the agent of its own destruction...fire! So, even as trees, wildlife, and all living things are being destroyed in a forest 
blaze, the seeds of renewal are also being released for the "resurrection" of forest life because, of course, since 
their seeds are actually released by the fire, the Lodgepole Pines are the first to grow in an area that's been burned! 
In each of our own lives, there are areas that need to be, or are already being burned up--consumed by the 
"Refining Fire" of God's Holy Spirit. Yet God has also provided for a renewal in us...a "seed" of something brand 
new, which can only be birthed by intense heat. This new seed, however, as it manifests in our lives, represents 
the resurrection life of Christ, which emerges in the presence of His purifying fire. So the Lodgepole Pine is a picture 
for us, of resurrection and hope in the midst of fiery trials. I donôt know about you but it seems like this has really 
been happening in my life and the lives of people I love - my family, my friends, and my clients.  Last month I wrote 
to you about a typical day at the Christian Caring Center.  God is refining us for His Glory and His reasons.  It seems 
like as soon as I go through something, someone else is coming to me with a very similar problem.  I can then share 
my testimony and I know how and what to pray for them and their families.  One of the biggest things I am learning 
is we need to stay plugged into to Jesus! In Psalms 37:23-24, The steps of a good man are ordered by the 
LORD, and He delighteth in his way. Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down; for the LORD 
upholdeth him with His hand.  Failure and refining our flesh is never a pleasant feeling. It isn't enjoyable to lose a 
job, see a relationship falter, or fail a test. But the disappointment we feel when we face defeat can be turned to joy 
if we look at it the right way! Living a life of victory is not about being perfect--because we are human--and will 
always make mistakes. The key is learning how to get up after we have fallen. Itôs natural to make mistakes--but itôs 
supernatural to learn from those mistakes and move forward! So as the children begin a new school year, for many 
churches they begin a new church year, lets focus on getting closer to the Lord Jesus, lets rejoice at all the things 
weôve gone through and how we are going to help our neighbors as ourselves.  If you are looking for a way to 
express that love to your neighbors we need you.  We can use volunteers right now. We are being inundated with 
peopleôs needs and never enough help.  Contact us. We would love to hear from you. Again, as always I just want to 
really thank you for being supportive with your prayers, donations and time that you have given to the Christian 
Caring Center.   

Abiding in Him, 
Madelyn C. Mears-Sheldon

  

http://www.christian-caring-center.org/


EMERGENCY FOOD PROGRAM  

The Lord through the Christian Caring Center 

helped 417 families or 1,457 individuals with 

14,572 meals and $4,636 clothing vouchers and 3 

people surrendered their lives to Jesus in the month 

of July 2008.  Praise the Lord! 

 

COMMUNIT Y LUNCH/RURAL 

HOMELESS PROGRAM 

The Lord through the Christian Caring Center 

served 1,530 hot cooked lunches and continental 

breakfasts in the month of July 2008.  We also go 

out to the woods on Wednesday and Friday to 

deliver lunch and outreach to the homeless, 

alcoholic, addicted men, women and sometimes 

teens.  We also take out other professionals from 

mental health organizations like Drenk, Family 

Service and other outreach people from 

organizations like Crossroads, Inc. (youth run away 

shelter).  On the second Wednesday of every month 

we Good Sheppard Mobile Clinic come down to the 

Christian Caring Center parking lot.  All medical 

and dental services are absolutely free along with 

the prayers of the missionary Drs. Charles and 

Grace Cho and their volunteers.  We all try and 

outreach to these homeless individuals to get them 

the help they need to come out of this hopeless 

circumstances.  There is always hope with JESUS! 

 

JACK STELLE MENôS EMERGENCY 

SHELTER PROGRAM (JESMS) 

Our men, Bill, Ricky, Karl, Mike and John all are 

working at the Christian Caring Center and 

attending Bible study, church, some go to the 449 

Club for AA and NA meetings.  Karl is working at 

Action Landscaping full timeðPraise the Lord!  

Bill is working for Experience Works (A 55+ year 

old job training Agency) at the Christian Caring 

Center.  John is currently in another Veterans 

program.  John and Mike are looking for 

employment and apartments.  Karl and Ricky just 

got approved for Section 8 Rental Assistance and 

will be getting an apartment probably next month.   

Please continue to pray for them as God is restoring 

them and for their mentors Rick Sheldon and Pastor 

Andreas Gautier  

 

SALVATION ARMY SERVICE UNIT  

The Lord through the Salvation Army helped 29 

households or 65 individuals with 84 nights of 

lodging, 4 utilities, with $5,324.00.  The Christian 

Caring Center serves as a volunteer service unit for 

the Salvation Army.  All funds donated go directly 

to the clientôs needs.  We have also been funded by 

the State Social Services for the Homeless and 

FEMA to shelter homeless people and families.  Itôs 

Camp time!!  We have had a sign up for camp at the 

Christian Caring Center all ready in April.  There 

are more planned throughout the County. We sent 

about 20 kids to camp, ages 7 to 12.    

NJ SHARES 

The Lord through the Christian Caring Center 

helped 9 approved Households (20 households 

applied) with $3,871 for utility help.  The Christian 

Caring Center serves as a host sight for this State 

program.  We interview the clients, input the data 

through the computer, scan, and then mail their 

back up information.  Then NJ Shares processes the 

application.  This program is designed for 

emergency situations for working people- They 

must make a certain amount to qualify. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 
 

  
 

We need you!  Training is available.  

Please call 609-893-0700 to get information or 

stop by.  

  

 


